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THE MASTER  CRAFTSMAN

JLUGKY the artist who discovers the true medium
whereby to express in the most harmonious manner the
results of his endowments. Thanks to the chance writing
of In Praise of Folly, Erasmus found the medium best
suited to his talents. The well-informed man of culture,
the satirical mocker, and the keen critic who went to the
making of Erasmus, here rubbed shoulders in the friend-
liest spirit of brotherly affection. No other work from
his pen enables us to know Erasmus and to recognize
his mastership so finely as does this, the most famous of
his books and the only one that has wholly escaped the
waters of oblivion. The bolt was shot into the very heart
of the period in the most carefree and playful spirit. In
seven days, and more to relieve his mind than for any
other purpose, Erasmus composed this dazzling satire.
But precisely the frivolity of the undertaking gave the
author wings, so that he flew upward reckless and un-
concerned. Erasmus was already more than forty, and
was not only widely read and well practised with his pen,
but was likewise a man who had penetrated deep into the
human heart. He found it far from perfect, for reason
possessed so little power as against reality, and the im-
pulses seemed to him anything but sane. Everywhere he
looked, he beheld

. . . desert a beggar borns
And needy nothing trimm'd to jollity,
And purest faith unhappily forsworn .. .
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